
Responsive Teaching: A Lesson Planning Tutorial

I had not planned to actually teach student to use the Ashland University Lesson 
Plan form, assuming that they already had a good working knowledge of it from 
previous courses. In a classroom discussion I learned that these students had very 
little knowledge of lesson planning. 

I revisited my course planning organizers and documents and photographed them 
all, using them as a mini-tutorial on planning a semester from scratch, using the 
course goals, text, activities I knew I wanted to include, with an eye toward 
meaningful assessments of growth and documentation of that growth. 



Using these photos and the actual artifacts from my course planning, I walked 
students through my process, presenting it as just one way of planning.  I also 
shared how I create individual lesson plans for each day, and showed how I reflect 
after each class session,  allowing for responsive teaching.

Later in the semester I also invited former EDFN 130 : Introduction to Teaching 
students [a recent graduate and a student teacher] to share lesson plans, walk 
students through their process, and answer questions.

During this session, student questions about discipline, managing behavior, 
grading, and organization showed me that I should also spend more time on 
classroom management.  I responded by completely rewriting the last five week 
section of the course to allow students an opportunity to research models and 
determine their classroom management plan. 



My actual 

brainstorming 

for this course.



Do you see that 
yellow Post-it that 
says “MISTAKE!”? 
This is where I showed 
them how my 
assumption about 
their knowledge 
about the AU Lesson 
Plan meant I did not 
make time for any in-
depth teaching of the 
plan before expecting 
them to use it.  

This gave me an opportunity to talk to students about the benefits of using pre-
assessments to see what students know prior to planning. I also proved that even 
after 30 years in the profession, we can still learn from our mistakes. 



(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#1. I made a list of all of the tasks I had to plan 202





(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#2. Getting a scope of the course

This is a large-scale picture of the WHAT (what students 
need/should know)

• Gather materials (syllabus with KSD, books, prior teaching)

• Look through materials – especially textbook (frame)

• What is required? 

• Begin organizing ideas/concepts/topics that are alike





(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#3. Think about Content and Connections

More of the WHAT (what students need/should know)

• Begin organizing ideas/concepts/topics that are alike

• Structure the main concepts

• then put the chapters/specific topics

• I’m already thinking of specific activities, assessment 
strategies/types







(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#4. Fit your content and concepts into a timeframe: The WHEN

• What do you imagine will need more time? Less time? 

• What might they already know?

• What formative and summative assessments might work to learn the 
material? 

• What activities might be good to introduce the topic? Explain the topic? 
Have them practice the topic?

• If you get overwhelmed, try to see the material in smaller “Units”





(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#5. This also begins your close-up view of the WHAT (what students 
need/should know for each class period)

• This is where you will want to write objectives from specific 
standards for each concept, idea, lesson, class period, or assignment

• Objectives written here make sure that your assessments are 
aligned with what you want students to know and be able to do

• At this point, I also began putting in activities and assessments I 
thought would work well









(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#6. Now it’s time to make sure that the standards/expectations 
(WHAT) fit the assessments (and vice versa)

• Create assessments (how you will know they know what you want 
them to know ) and rubrics

• How will you prepare students for these assessments?





(My) Course/Unit/Lesson Planning Process

#7. Give structure to the entire plan - HOW

• Organize routines (Q Card, daily welcome)

• Organize grading and how students will submit work (Blackbord)









Former EDFN 130 students…

…sharing lesson plans and 
planning tips.




